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1.0 	Background to Preparation of the Plan
 

1.1 	 The Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) Subject Plan for Belfast City 
Council Area 2015 (hereafter referred to as the Subject Plan) has been 
prepared under the provisions of Part III of the Planning (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1991 by Planning Service, an Agency within the Department of the 
Environment (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Department’). 

1.2  	 The Draft Subject Plan was published on 27 June 2006. A total of 129 letters 
of objection and 4 counter-objections were received during the statutory public 
consultation period that followed its publication. 

1.3 	 The Department requested the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) to 
facilitate an Independent Examination to consider objections to the Draft Plan. 
The Examination was conducted by Commissioners Kinghan and Beggs over 
two days from 1 to 2 October 2007. 

1.4 	 The Independent Examination was carried out in accordance with the 
provisions of The Planning (Inquiry Procedure) Rules (Northern Ireland) 2006 
and the Planning (Development Plans) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2006. The PAC identified a range of Key Issues and Sub Issues, which 
formed the basis for discussion at the Examination. 

1.5  	 The Commissioners’ Report of the Examination is published with the Adopted 
Plan. It contains details of the Commissioners’ consideration on each Key 
Issue and Sub Issue, reflecting the format of the Examination, and their 
recommendations to the Department on each Issue. This Adoption Statement 
also reflects the issues approach adopted by the PAC in the Independent 
Examination.

 
1.6 	 The PAC recommendations contained in the Commissioners’ Report have 

been fully assessed by the Department and revisions to the Plan made 
accordingly. 

1.7 	 Appendix 1 to this Adoption Statement lists the recommendations identified by 
the PAC for consideration, and the Department’s response to each of the PAC 
recommendations. 

1.8	 The Department is also publishing a statement in accordance with Regulation 
15 of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2004 and a ‘Statement of Finding of No Likely Significant 
Effects’ in accordance with Regulation 64B of The Conservation (Natural 
Habitats, etc.) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2007. 
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2.0 Consideration of Planning Appeals 
Commission’s Report 

2.1 	 Following consideration of the Commissioners’ Report of the Examination, 
the Department is generally in agreement with the PAC recommendations. 
The Department’s response to the individual recommendations is set out in 
Appendix 1.

3.0 	The Adopted Plan Written Statement and Maps

3.1	 The Department is also publishing The Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) 
Subject Plan for Belfast City Council Area 2015, containing the amendments 
referred to in the Adoption Statement.

3.2	 Amendments to the contents of the Draft Plan Written Statement and 
Proposals Maps have been made as a consequence of the Department’s 
decisions, which followed consideration of the report on the Independent 
Examination undertaken by the PAC.  These amendments make alterations to 
the text and the maps of the Draft Plan.

4.0	Adoption of The Houses in Multiple Occupation 
(HMOs) Subject Plan for Belfast City Council 
Area 2015

4.1	 The Department now adopts The Subject Plan as amended in the Adoption 
Statement, as a Development Plan under Article 8 of the Planning (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1991. The Department has made the necessary Order adopting 
the Plan.  A reproduction of this Order is contained in Appendix 2 to this 
Statement.
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Appendix 2 

THE PLANNING (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 1991 

PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT PLANS) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 2004

HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION (HMOS) SUBJECT PLAN FOR BELFAST 
CITY COUNCIL AREA 2015 (ADOPTION) ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2008

Made 5 December 2008 
 
WHEREAS the Department of the Environment (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 
Department’) in accordance with Part III of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 
1991 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Order’) has consulted with Belfast City Council 
and prepared a Development Plan in respect of HMO policies and designations City 
Council Area.
 
AND WHEREAS the Department has complied with Article 5 of the Order; 

AND WHEREAS objections and representations have been duly made within the 
time stated for making objections, as amended by Regulation 2 of the Planning 
(Development Plans) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2004, the 
Department caused an Independent Examination to be held, in accordance with 
Article 7 of the Order and The Planning (Inquiry Procedure) Rules (Northern Ireland) 
2006, by the Planning Appeals Commission over two days from 1 to 2 October 2007 
for the purpose of considering such objections;
 
AND WHEREAS the Department has considered the said objections and 
representations and the Report of the Planning Appeals Commission on the said 
Examination; 

NOW THEREFORE the Department in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 8 
of the Order and all other powers enabling it in that behalf hereby orders as follows:
 
1 	 This Order may be cited as the Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) Subject 

Plan for Belfast City Council Area 2015 (Adoption) Order (Northern Ireland) 2008;
 
2 	 (i) 	The Plan is hereby adopted as a Development Plan to the extent approved 	

	 and endorsed by the Department in the Statement entitled ‘Houses in Multiple 	
	 Occupation (HMOs) Subject Plan for Belfast City Council Area 2015 Adoption  	
	 Statement 2008’; 

	 (ii) 	The Plan together with the said Statement shall be known as the Houses in 	
	 Multiple Occupation (HMOs) Subject Plan for Belfast City Council Area 2015 	
	 which shall become operative on 15 December 2008.

 
Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment on 5 December 
2008.
 

                             T J CLARKE
Senior Officer of the Department of the Environment
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